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LEAGUE FORUMS PLANNED FOR
LOCAL CITY COUNCIL RACES

It’s that time of year again when the League offers City Council forums for the
public, and league members, to attend and become informed. Here are the
dates and locations:

Ward 2: April 22, 7:00pm, Downtown Library

Incumbent: Andy Melendrez
Challenger: Ruben Rasso
Challenger: Ahmad R. Smith

Ward 4: Aprnl 29, 7:00pm, Villegas Community Center
Incumbent: Frank Schiavone
Challenger: Paul Davis

Ward 6: May 4, 7:00pm, La Sierra Library
Incumbent: Nancy Hart
Challenger:  Bill Scherer
Challenger: Ann Alfaro

Remember, forums are free and open to the public. League members are
encouraged to attend to become informed on the issues and to support the
League.

For further information, please call Ruth Wilson at (951) 681-1115.

Harry Hood (Member-at-Large)

LEAGUE SPONSORS FORUM TARGETING
RIVERSIDE'S TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
ISSUES

By Joan Donahue

On January 15, 2009 the League of Women Voters of Northwest Riverside
County, in partnership with The Downtown Area Neighborhood Alliance
(DANA), sponsored a public forum on the state of Riverside’s public transpor-
tation system at the Riverside Women's Club.

LWVWNRC and DANA werejoined by The Group, Latino Network, Northside
Improvement Association, Lincoln Park/Eastside Neighborhood Committee,
American Association of University Women and NAACP as co-sponsors.
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NEWS FROM
NATIONAL
LEAGUE

S WEBSITE

League Urges Support for Developin

ntries in Climate Change Legislation

The Leagueand partner organi zationsrecently urged thelead-
ersof theHouse Energy and Commerce Committeeto de-
velop comprehensive climatelegidlation that includes sub-
stantia investmentsin devel oping countriesto support ad-
aptation to climate changeimpactsand thereduction of glo-
bal greenhousegasemissions.

Tl LERT: Health Care and Climate at
isk — rt the President’s B t

President Obamahas proposed a2010 federal budget that
articulatesAmerica’smost urgent priorities. The proposal
containsessentia funding for health carereformandfor curb-
ing global warming, while making other changesaimed at
putting Americaon apath for economic recovery.

Women’s History Month

In cel ebration of Women'sHistory Month 2009, the League
of Women Voters commemoratesthe past achi evements of
women and highlightsthe successes of women today, mak-
ing adifference from coast to coast. From the suffragists
who founded our organization 89 yearsagototheincredible
women who work today to improve our communitiesand
our country aselected officia sand asvolunteers, the League's
women are making aprofound civicimpact. .
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RIVERSIDECITY COUNCIL
Our Leaguewill beholding Candidate
forumsthroughout Riversidefor the City Council
races.

Ward 2: April 22, 7:00pm, Downtown Library
Ward 4: April 29, 7:00pm, Villegas Center
Ward 6: May4, 7:.00pm,LaSierraLibrary

Forumsarefreeand opentothepublic. League
members are encouraged to attend to becomein-
formed of theselocal issuesaswell asto support the

League.

For further information, pleasecall Ruth Wilson at
(951) 681-1115.

LEAGUE ANNUAL MEETING

TheLeague's Annua luncheon meetingwill beheld on
Saturday, June 13, venue TBD. For thefirsttime, we
will offer raffle prizesasafundraiser for the League. If
you have any itemsthat you wish to donateto the
auction, they will begreatly appreciated. Please
contact TheresaBirkett at 712-6301 to | et her know
what you will be donating. Weal so encourage board
membersto ask merchantsthat they know to aso
donateitems.

Board el ectionswill takeplaceat thistime.

LEAGUE CONVENTION-LONG BEACH

The 2009 Conventionwill be begin on Friday, May 15
and continuethrough Sunday, May 17. 1t will take
placeat the Long Beach Marriott, 4700 Airport Plaza
Drive, Long Beach 90815.

Youmay vist the State’'s convention blog fromtheir
websitefor moreinformation, to see photos, meet
other attendees, find aroommate or carpool, and ask
other questions. k...
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LEAGUE CELEBRATES
I'TS 89TH BIRTHDAY

Washington, DC-The L eague of Women Voters celebrated its89th birthday on February 14. We cel ebrate thisyear
with astrong commitment to build on thecivic energy generated during the 2008 el ecti on season by continuing our 89-
year history of fostering meaningful citizen participation in our government processes and vigorous public dialogue
about public policy issues.

“For nearly nine decades, the L eague hasworked to ensure our democracy istransparent, effective, and truly repre-
sentative,” said national League president Mary G. Wilson. “ Those challenges are asreal today asthey werefor our
suffragist foremotherswho struggled for their right to vote so many years ago.

“Ontheeveof our 89" hirthday, the L eague strusted legacy and grassroots strength remainsasvita to aheathy and
transparent government asit did inour infancy.

“Now isthetimefor Americansto cometogether and tacklethetough challengesweall face. Weare so proud that in
over 850 communitiesnationwide, the League of Women Votersremains THE trusted placefor citizensto discussthe
Issues, ask thedifficult questions and demand accountability from their government.

“Wetake serioudy our legacy of providing trustworthy and balanced resourcesto citizens and lawmakers. During the
first 89 years, the League of Women Voterstruly hasleft itsfootprint on American history, and our democracy is
stronger because of it. Welook forward to continuing to strengthen our representati ve democracy over the next 89

years” oo

THE LEAGUE WANTS YOU!
*i\(*i\{*i& Has your membership lapsed, or do you

know someone who would make a great
member of theleague?

the experience of participating in your
Leagueisunparalded.

If you haven’ t renewed your membership,

1 8%0 0X0 ¢

We are actively pursuing membershipsfor

our League chapter. With the surge of new
voterswho participated inthis past presiden-
tial election, thereisacrop of citizenswho

¢ have shown a renewed interest in our
country’sleadership, aswell asinloca poli-

tics.

NOW is the time to get involved and
getactive!! You can makeadifferenceand

VAN TEATLore

now isthetime. Annual duesarejust $55
with aemembershipsonly $35 (fam-
ily membersa themembers sameaddress
qualify asassociaemembers). Pleasecon-
tact TheresaHanley at (951) 683-4064 to
renew your membership or to have an ap-
plication mailedto afriend, family member
or colleague. =
THE LEAGUE WEBSITE

IS ON ITS WAY!!

ELECTIOM INFORMATION YOU MEED
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Transportation Forum (continued)

The panel included Riverside County Supervisor Bob Buster,
Riverside City Council Members Andy Melendrez and Mike
Gardner, RPD Lt. Vic Williams, Greyhound Bus Lin€'s attor-
ney Peter Flanderka, Larry Rubio of the Riverside Transit Au-
thority (RTA), Anne Mayer, Executive Director of the River-
side County Transportation Commission (RCTC), LaurieFlynn,
State Department of Rehabilitation, and M arisaVal dez-Yeager
representing the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority.

Council Member Melendrez began the evening with remarks
that would provide a common thread throughout the discus-
sion. Chiefly, that thecity of Riverside doesnot haveaformal
public transportation plan. Supervisor Buster expanded onthis
point, noting that thereis* stratification” among transportation
entitiesand “isolation” that limitscommunication.

Supervisor Buster recommended that the City of Riverside,
RTA, RCTC and his office convene to develop a plan that
would focuson alocation for amulti-modal center; onethat is
efficient and accessible and supports all of our existing trans-
portation modes. Thistype of center had been planned at the
current MetroLink Station location, but attendeesweretold by
Council Member Melendrez that the cost of property surround-
ing the MetroLink Center had become unaffordable.

Peter Flanderka, representativefor Greyhound, stated that Grey-
hound was never invited to beatenant at alocal transit center.
Heinsisted that Greyhound wantsto stay in Riverside, but the
“process has become too cumbersome.” Greyhound has be-
come “guarded” dealing with the City. He said the company
spent $100,000 complying with studiesfor arecommended site
on La Cadena, only to have the site rejected by the City's
Planning Commission.

RPD Lt. Vic Williams reported that |ast year there were over
500 calls for service at the current Greyhound/RTA site on
University. Complaintsincluded loitering, drug dealing, drunk-
enness, assault and robbery. As he stated at the forum, the
North Policing Center hasrelocated to the section of the Grey-
hound station that was occupied by Riverside's Fire Depart-
ment.

Larry Rubio stated that RTA’s plans are to stay at the current
site on University Ave. 3.5 million dollars are on hand to ex-
pand and improvethelocation. Also, since RTA hasadded its
own security force, pubic safety hasimproved greatly.

VAT

The majority of questions from the audience concerned
the status of Greyhound service in Riverside. Council
Member Gardner has since finalized his stated intention
to extend Greyhound's lease at its current site with cer-
tain conditions. The lease has been extended to early
June 2009, with the conditionsthat Greyhound improves
security and sanitation surrounding the station and keep
the station staffed throughout arrivals and departures.
Gardner stated that the City will continue to work with
Greyhound to find a new site and recommended getting
local community input on aproposed sitevery early onin
the process.

MarisaYeager brought the forumto aclose, appealing to
pandlist to improvetheir working rel ationships by coming
together in one room to address long term transportation
strategies. She suggested that further discussion of alo-
cal multi-modal center would encourage discussion of their
benefits; including reducing pollution and traffic conges-
tionandimproving local commerce. She added that Multi-
modal centers, by their nature, become easily accessible
community centers that provide long term benefits and
can greatly improve acommunity’squality of life.

A meetingisplanned for April 2009 with City and County
transportation and elected officials to discuss the 2025
General Plan and its goal in relation to aregional public
transportation system. ..
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QUOTATION OF THE MONTH

“Those of us who manage the public’s dollars will
be held to account -- to spend wisely, reform bad
habits, and do our business in the light of day --
because only then can we restore the vital trust
between a people and their govenment.

President Barack Obama

Inaugural Address
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